
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chapter Five (5).


1.  And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

A.  And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne:  As already discussed in Chapter Four, God the Father is the One seated on the Throne.  His Right Hand means all power.  “He that sat on the throne (Rev. 5:1) is God the Father. ... His right hand is the hand of His divine power and majesty (Rev. 1:16).  He had a ‘book’ in His right hand (Rev. 5:1) ... .”
  


The events record therein are under the control of the Almighty Power of God for the sake of His Church.  “John sees the scroll in the right hand of God.  God’s right hand works salvation for his people (e.g. Ex. 15:6, 12).  Whatever the contents of the scroll, it will have as its purpose the ultimate good and glory of God’s people.”  “The Lord said unto my Lord:  Sit Thou at My Right hand until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.”
  Luther:  “This is the  kind of joy and comfort St. Bernard
 had in his heart, so that he could say, on the basis of this article:  ‘How can I ever become sad and mournful or discouraged?  After all, my flesh and blood sits in heaven above.  I expect He will not be my enemy.’ ...  For St. Bernard to apply this to himself and to boast in this way is certainly a genuinely spiritual, heavenly, and divine thought, derived from his faith.  For he had also amounted to something in the world.  He had been rich enough, noble, learned, and holy.  But before God St. Bernard knows no other boast or comfort than this Lord.  Similarly we read that when the holy martyr St. Stephen was about to be stoned, he had this verse in his heart, in fact, it was visibly revealed to him, for he says (Acts 7:56): ... ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’  This is what I would call a real vision:  death is before his very eyes, yet he sees nothing but life in Christ.  By this he defies all the rage and frenzy of his enemies, the fear and terror of death.  He meets death with such a joy as though he were now really entering life.  All Christendom, from the beginning until this day, has based its comfort and defiance on this verse.  This is what protected and preserved it.  No human or physical power or might has protected and maintained Christendom until this day.  On the contrary, in the greatest weakness and frailty, against all the devils and the wrath and rage of all the world, it was protected and maintained only through faith and by defiance in the name of this Lord, to whom was said this ... , ‘Sit at My right hand.’  For He has built so high and protected Himself so well that He can remain seated before everybody and still have enough might and power to defy their frenzy and wrath.  Therefore, as Christians let us also take hold of such a faith and get the habit of putting our glory and defiance, our joy and comfort, in Him whenever we are under attack.”

B.  a book written within and on the backside:  Writing on the on both sides indicates complete information, all that is needed to know because all pages were used and no additional pages were required.  “Usually scrolls had writing only on one side.  But when a scroll was not long enough for all the writings to go on that side, the scribe often simply turned his scroll over and finished his writing on the ‘backside.’  The scroll which John saw was ‘sealed” (Rev. 5:1).  Its writing was completely finished ... .”
  “John sees the scroll in the right hand of God.  God’s right hand works salvation for his people (e.g., Ex. 15:6, 12).  Whatever the contents of the scroll, it will have as its purpose the ultimate good and glory of God’s people. ... That the scroll is written on both the inside and the back makes it all the more notable and suggests the completeness of its contents:  ‘That the scroll is also written indicates how extensive and comprehensive are the decrees of God.’ ... The scroll that was given to Ezekiel in his vision of God’s heavenly glory was also written on both sides, suggesting that God’s words were complete and extensive (Ezek. 2:9-10).”

C.  sealed with seven seals:  Seven seals is a Divine number indicating these seals are the seals of God Himself.  Consequently, only God may open such seals because there is no great power than God.  “Such a scroll, then, in the hand of the Almighty, is a symbol of God’s omniscience.  Even the angels and the Son in His state of humiliation do not know the future (Mark 13:32).  Only so much of it becomes known to us as He reveals to us.”


2.  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?
A.  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice:  Not even a strong angel is sufficient to open the books.

B.  Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof:  The angel doesn’t ask who’s strong enough, but who’s worthy.  The strength lies in worthiness, namely, holiness and righteousness before God. Here the angel speaks not of God per se, for certainly God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit are worthy to open the seals.  Rather, the angel speaks God Incarnate, Jesus Christ, who has earned the right to open and to own human history by His Entire Life of Obedience.  David writes:  “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God his salvation.”  Psalm 24:3-5.
  Only the Messiah, Jesus Christ, is of “clean hands, and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul to vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.”  Again, David writes of Christ’s purity:  “I delight to do thy will, O my God:  yea, thy law is within my heart.”  Psalm 40:8.
  Luther:  “Psalm [40:7-8] read, ‘In the book it is written of me; I delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is within my heart.’  ...  There can be no doubt at all [this is Christ], since all others have not done the will of God and did not have his law within their hearts.”
  Brighton:  “No one was worthy, for no one had earned the right to stand before the presence of God and lay legal claim to the scroll.”
  Only Christ is worthy because He fulfilled the will of God perfectly in thought, word, and deed (“I delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is within my heart.”Psalm 40:8),  “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  Galatians 4:4-5.  Christ owns all of human history and directs for the sake of His Church because He purchased it with His Precious Blood.  “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”  Psalm 2:8.  God inherits His creation through the Death of His Son.  Inheritance comes only through death.  “For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.”  Hebrew 9:16.  Because Christ is the True God, He inherited through His own death, His creation lost to sin.  Christ, therefore, is the One Worthy to open the seals of human history.


3.  And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.
A.  And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth:  No man  could open the book because creatures are unable to govern human history.  Only God governs human history.  Christ, therefore, is the only Man able (Revelation 5:5) to open the book because He is also the Almighty God.

The Greek text allows a wider understanding that would include “no one”  including any and all creatures, e.g. angels.  Because, however, the matter was spoken of in terms of worthiness in the above verse, it more likely would be “no man”, which the Greek would also allow.
B.  neither to look therein:  No man can foresee the future because men are not God.  Only Christ, who is God in the flesh, can foresee human history.  Here in verse 3 the Apostle St. John establishes Christ’s Almighty Power, i.e. the Deity of the God-Man, to open the scroll of human history and to see into all of it.  In the next verse reverts to worthy to reflect Christ Worthiness according to His Life Obedience in the flesh.  

4.  And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

A.  And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book:  No man is worthy because all men are sinners.  “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.”  Romans 3:10-11.  Even the saints in glory only ever got there by the Redemption of the One Man Worthy, Jesus Christ.  “And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.  And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation
, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple:  and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.”  Revelation 7:14-16.  Only Christ is Worthy because He, as we’ve seen from Psalm 40, completed God’s will perfectly in thought, word, and deed.  Hence, God is well-pleased in the Man Jesus Christ.  “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:  and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  St. Matthew 3:16-17.
B.  neither to look thereon:  Christ alone is worthy to look upon these book of human history because He is the only man to have atoned for all the sins in human history, backward and forward.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:  “... the New Testament is a ‘mercy built up for ever’, Ps. 89, 2, which is efficacious backwards and forwards, covers up and blots out the sins of all times.”
  Only Christ is worthy to look upon the book because He alone redeemed mankind and human history.  Christ, therefore, is worthy to open and to look upon the book because of His Obedience to God; and He is able to open the book and look upon it because of His Deity, i.e. because He is God.

5.  And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:  behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

A.  And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:  behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David:  Jesus gets the name the Lion of the Tribe of Judah from Jacob’s prophecy of Him in Genesis 49:8-10.  “Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise:  thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s children shall bow down before thee, Judah is a lion’s whelp:  from the prey, my son, thou art gone up:  he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”  Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.  Lion indicates His Strength, namely, His Almighty Power.
  His membership in the Tribe of Judah indicates His Humanity because of His Incarnation.
  Christ’s Name Shiloh means He is the Man who Gives Peace.  Shiloh comes from the Hebrew word shalah, which means to be at peace.
  The name emerging from that word is Shiloh, “the Man of Peace.” Hence, Shiloh refers to Christ
 because He brings peace from God to men. 
 


Christ is also the “Root of David” because He descends from David; hence, the Messiah is called the Son of David.  “And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom forever.”  II Samuel 7:12-14.  Stoeckhardt:  “God now gave David a great revelation, a glorious promise, which pointed to Christ.
  A long time after David had been gathered to his fathers, God would raise up His seed, and this Seed of David would be His Son, God’s Son, true God and true man. ... This Son of David will carry the iniquity of His people, and will be punished by God with whips and scourges, which man has deserved.  In this way He will redeem His people from their sins and punishment. ... This David’s and God’s Son will build the Name of  the Lord a house, and God will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.  This temple, and this kingdom is the holy Christian Church, the fellowship of believers.  The Church of Christ is a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  God Himself lives in the hearts of the believers.  The Christian Church is the kingdom of Christ.  Christ is the Lord, and as members the believers cling to their Lord and Head.  And it is an eternal kingdom.  Christ lives and reigns in all eternity and the believers serve Him in His kingdom here and yonder, tasting here His grace, and seeing there His glory.”


David’s response to this revelation is astonishment because God has revealed that his (David’s) Son would be the Savior of the world.  “Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am I, O LORD GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hither to?  And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O LORD GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come.  And [this is the doctrine of the Man Who is the Lord God].”  II Samuel 7:18-19, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.
  Here is David is at the zenith of his power as king of Israel and now God adds another even great blessing:  David will be the father of the Messiah, the Savior of David and of all men!  Stoeckhardt:  “... David stood at the peak of his power, after the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies round about ... .  After David had received the great revelation through Nathan, he remained before the Lord, speaking to Him and thanking the Lord for His overwhelming grace.  David praises the grace, which he and his people had shared up to now, that God had delivered Israel out of Egypt with great and mighty wonders and had taken them to be His people, and had raised him from lowliness to be the king of Israel, and had glorified His Name in him.  Above all else David praises the grace that God revealed to him the future of his house, praising a wonderful way of a Man, who is God the Lord, praises Christ, true man and God, through whom David’s house and kingdom are established forever, and he begs God that on the basis of this assurance he may deal with Him.”
  


Christ, therefore, is the Root of David.  “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots ... .”  Isaiah 11:1.  “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”  Micah 5:2. 

B.  hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.  The word for “prevailed” here is the Greek word niko, which means, “I conquer” or “I win.”  The victors in war write the history.
  This basic truth applies to Christ in spades because He by His Passion cast out the prince of the world (St. John 12:31) and restored the world to men and to God.  Christ purchased all of history by His sacrificial life.  Now all of human history is nothing but righteousness pleasing to God.  “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  II Corinthians 5:20.  “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  St. Matthew 3:17.  Because Christ has earned human history that pleases God, He is able to loose the seven seals because of His Divine Power and because He has earned it by His Works in behalf of all men.  “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  St. Matthew 20:28.  “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10.   “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”  St. Matthew 28:18.  “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.  Be wise now therefore, O ye kings:  be instructed, ye judges of the earth.  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all they put their trust in him.”  Psalm 2:8-12.
  


Christ prevailed to open the book and the seven seals thereof because He owns human history.


6.  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

A.  And I Beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain:  From Lion to Lamb!  Yet, it follows perfectly because Christ pressed His Almighty Power (Lion) not into our destruction, which we deserved, but into our salvation by His Sacrificial Death in our behalf (Lamb Slain).  Poellet:  “Yes, the Lion is also a Lamb. [footnote:  Dr. Poellet adds in footnote 16:  ‘Rev. 5:5, 6 has given the church the symbol of a lamb with a banner of victory.  Also see John 1:29, 36; Acts 8:32; 1 Peter 1:19; Is. 53.7.’]  There is no contradiction in this, because each picture has its own meaning.  The combination of various names in this passage leaves no doubt as to the identity of the One to whom they refer and who now begins to hold the center of attention.”
  


Christ stands in the midst of the Center of All Power, God’s Throne.  Because the Man Jesus Christ stands at the Center of All Power, He rules all of human history for the sake of His Church.  Stoeckhardt:  “Christ is the Lamb the Lamb of God.  He has redeemed us to God by His blood.  It is for this reason that He is worthy to open the book, and as such He is also well fitted to be the Ruler of the world.  As He holds the book, so He controls the destiny of the world, so He is bent to govern all things in this way, that all men may become partakers of His salvation.”
   Poellet:  “The Lamb was ‘in the midst of the throne, etc.’ (Rev. 5:6):  not in the sense of physical location in space ... but rather as being directly and closely related to the throne and its power, divine providence, and the ministry of the Word.  In fact, as the center of all these, He actually rules as King:  exercising full, divine power with God the Father (John 10:30), directing and controlling the dispensations of Providence (Eph. 1:20-23), and, as Prophet, through the preaching of the Word, revealing Himself as the Son of God and the Redeemer of the world.  (Luke 10:16).  Luther:  “This is the  kind of joy and comfort St. Bernard
 had in his heart, so that he could say, on the basis of this article:  ‘How can I ever become sad and mournful or discouraged?  After all, my flesh and blood sits in heaven above.  I expect He will not be my enemy.’”
  Brighton:  “But the most important part of the message concerns Christ’s present and future reign in glory and the current faith and mission of the church in the midst of all the agony and death throes of the human race and its history.  ... The ultimate purpose of Christ receiving the scroll and then revealing its contents to John and the church is to strengthen the church’s faith and to encourage the church, in the midst of all the sufferings, to remain faithful to Christ and so to attain the promise of everlasting glory.”

B.  having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth:  This Lamb Slain is not powerless because He is the Almighty God in the flesh.  “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  St. John 1:14.  A horn represents power.  Seven is the Divine Number, the Number of God.  Hence, the Lamb, i.e. the Man Jesus of Nazareth, possesses plenary (full) Divine Power to save men from their sins in and through the human nature
 He assumed in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary and to rule all of human history in and through the human nature for the sake of His Church. 
 Poellet:  “Horns are a symbol of power and might, [Poellet adds in a footnote:  ‘Dan. 7:7, 20; 8:3; Luke 1:69; Rev. 12:3; 13:1, 11; 17:3, 7, 12, 16.’] here a reference to Christ’s kingdom of power, in which He, according to His human nature, as the God-man, in His state of exaltation now rules with His almighty power over all creatures (Matt. 28:18).  Nothing is out of His control or ever out of hand.”


The Seven Spirits going out into all the earth is the Gospel
 which bestows upon men the Gifts of the Spirit, namely, the Sanctification Christ has won for all men because here the Holy Spirit is connected specifically with the Lamb Slain, namely, God’s Redemptive Work in Christ.  “But I say, Have they not heard?  Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.”  Romans 10:18.


The “Seven Spirits of God” are the Gift of human sanctification wrought for men by the Holy Spirit through Christ.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:  “To the Spirit, who rests upon him, are given seven names that designate the Spirit’s various gifts and powers.  On the basis of this passage the church speaks of a Spiritus septiformis [Sevenfold {septiformis} Spirit].  Accordingly, the prophecy of Zechariah, 4,6.10, and Rev. 1,4; 3,1; 4,5; 5,6 speak of the seven eyes or the seven Spirits of God, that is, of the Spirit of God in the diversity of his gifts, powers, and activities.”
  The prophet Isaiah writes:  “and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, ... the Spirit of wisdom, ... and understanding, ... the Spirit of counsel, ... and might, the Spirit of knowledge, ... and of the fear of the Lord ... .
  The Lutheran Church confesses:  “But we believe, teach, and confess that God the Father has so given His Spirit to Christ, His beloved Son, according to the assumed humanity (on account of which He is called also Messias, i.e., the Anointed), that He has not received His gifts by measure as other saints.  For upon Christ the Lord, according to His assumed human nature (because, according to His divinity, He is of one essence with the Holy Ghost), rests The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge [and of the fear of the Lord, Col. 2, 3; Is. 11, 2; 61, 1] ..., therefore (as the Fathers say) the entire fulness of the spirit has been communicated by the personal union to Christ according to the flesh, which is personally united with the Son of God.”
  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:  “The Spirit of the Lord settles down upon the Son of David and so rests upon him. ... The expression calls to mind the similar statement of John the Baptist, that he saw the Spirit descending and resting upon Jesus.  John 1, 32.  Christ is Emmanuel, God in human flesh, the mighty God.  But the Spirit of God permeates and has complete control also of his human nature, of his human life and activity from the very first.  The humble, despised Branch is anointed beyond measure with the Spirit of God.”


Because the Seven Spirits go out into all the earth, this going out refers to the Preaching of the Gospel because through the Gospel the Holy Spirits human sanctification through the life and death of Christ are given to men.  The Apostle St. John writes of the Spirit and His gifts being given though the Gospel:  “And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.”  St. John 20:22-23.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes of the Holy Spirit and His Gifts being given through the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism, the Gospel
:  “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  Acts 2:38.


Through the Gospel, the Holy Spirit builds His Church.  The manifold gifts and works of the Spirit the prophet Isaiah takes earlier from the teachings of the Lord through Solomon.  “Wisdom[s]
 hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars ... .”  Proverbs 9:1.  Solomon writes “Wisdoms” in the plural because he is referring the Sevenfold gifts of the Spirit.
  And the pillars established by the Spirit are the Church through the Gospel.  “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in  the LORD.  In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.”  Ephesians 2:20-22.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

“For neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ, or believe on Him, and obtain Him for our Lord, unless it were offered to us and granted to our hearts by the Holy Ghost through the preaching of the gospel.  The work is done and accomplished; for Christ has acquired and gained the treasure for us by His suffering, death, and resurrection, etc.  But if the work remained concealed so that no one knew of it, then it would be in vain and lost.  That this treasure, therefore, might not lie buried, but be appropriated and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to go forth and be proclaimed, in which He gives the Holy Ghost to bring this treasure home and appropriate it to us.  Therefore sanctifying is nothing else than bringing us to Christ to receive this good, to which we could not attain of ourselves.”
 


Because  the Gospel is the Plenary Divine of Christ by the Gifts of the Spirit through the Gospel, the Apostle St. Paul writes that the Gospel is the Power of Almighty God unto salvation:  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  Romans 1:16.


7.  And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 

A.  And He [Christ] came and took the book out of the Right Hand:  The Right Hand  is the Almighty Power of God.  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”  St. Matthew 28:18.  All power is given to Christ according to His Human Nature not His Divine because He already enjoys all Power because of His Deity.  Catalogue of Testimonies:  “That Christ has received this majesty in time, moreover, not according to the divinity, or the divine nature, but according to His assumed human nature, or according to the flesh, as a man, or as the Son of Man, ... :  ATHANASIUS
, quoted by Theodoret
, Dialog 2, p. 330:  ‘Now, whatever Scripture says that the Word received [in time], and as to whatever He was glorified, it says on account of His humanity, and not on account of His divinity.  ...  The same, On the Assumed Humanity, against Apollinarius (pp. 603 and 611, ed. Colon., 1686):  ‘When Peter says that Jesus was made of God Lord and Christ, He speaks not of His divinity, but of His humanity.  His Word always was Lord, neither did He become Lord first after the cross, but His divinity made the humanity Lord and Christ.’”
  Christ, moreover, earned this position because of His Life of Obedience in behalf of all men.  “Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.”  Revelation 5:12. 

B.  And He [Christ] came and took the book out of the Right Hand of Him that sat upon the throne:  Christ also possesses the Right Hand of God and all things the Father does because of His Deity.  “All things that the Father hath are mine:  therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”  St. John 16:15.  Here Christ clearly teaches us that He possesses everything the Father does because He, as the Only-Begotten Son of God, likewise is God and possesses everything God does.  Luther:  “All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.  These are all sublime words; for here Christ is speaking in His own way, not about the creatures but about the sublime and inscrutable essence in the Godhead.  In these words He includes and comprehends them all – the Holy Spirit Himself, and the Father.  He says:  What the Father has, I, too, have.  And what I have, I did not steal, rob, purchase, or earn; it is Mine from eternity, and yet it is My Father’s.  Thus I am almighty and eternal God just as He is, and all His glory and majesty are also Mine.  They were not presented to Me or given as a fief; nor are they Mine by grace.  But it is all entirely My own by nature and from eternity.  The only difference is that He is the Father and I am the Son.’  Christ expresses Himself in a similar vein in John 5:26:  ‘For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life in Himself.’  Thus Christ has all this wholly and completely in Himself by nature or by birth just as the Father has.  There is no difference except that He is born of the Father.”


8.  And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of the saints.

A.  And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb:  The elders, i.e. the Church, and all of creation (the four beasts or living creatures) worship the Incarnate God, Christ is also worshiped according to His Human Nature.  Catalogue of Testimonies:  “ATHANASIUS, On the Incarnation, as quoted in Cyril
 in his Defense of the 8th Anathema, and in his book, On the True Faith to the Queens:  ‘If any one says that the flesh of our Lord as that of a man is inadorable
, and is not to be worshiped as the flesh of the Lord and God, him the Holy Catholic Church anathematizes.’”
  “CHRYSOSTOM, Heb. 1, Serm. 3, p. 117 (tom. 4; Homilies, 3, p. 1493):  ‘[The Father has commanded] Saying with respect to the flesh, And let all the angels of God worship Him.’”
  Poellet:  “When the Lamb had taken the scroll, the four ‘beasts’ ... – agents of divine providence – and the 24 elders – agents of the Word – ‘fell down before the Lamb’ (Rev. 5:8) in worship and praise.  This was entirely fitting and proper
, because the Lamb is true God with the Father and the Holy Ghost. ... Divine providence and the ministry of the Word are to serve this one purpose:  to glorify God, especially our Savior Jesus Christ.”
  Because of all of creation worships Christ, all creation, therefore, submits to Christ our Savior and He governs and rules all things – and does so for the sake of His Church.

B.  having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of the saints.  The odors are the prayers of the saints, as the Apostle St. John notes.  Hence, we see that the custom of censers at Church services arises from this particular Scriptural expression and practice.  The Lutheran Hymnal:  “Let my prayers be set forth before Thee as incense:  And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.”
  Brighton:  “The elders made preparation to worship him with harps and golden censer-like bowls full of incense. ... The censers of incense symbolize the prayers of the saints as they rise to the throne of God.  In Ps 141:2 ..., the psalmist asks God to receive his prayer as incense.  In Lk 1:8-10 Zechariah in the temple offers up incense as the people outside are praying.  The practice of offering up incense thus goes back to the OT (see also Ex 30:1-8).”
  Poellet:  “Besides harps the four ‘living ones’ and the 24 elders also had ‘golden vials’ (bowls), which are the prayers of the saints’ (Rev. 5:8, lit..  ‘Golden,’ precious, highly regarded.  Never despise prayer, nor think lightly of it (James 5:16B).  Here incense is a symbol of prayer.”
  As we can see, the prayer needn’t waft far because the elders, i.e. the pastors of congregations on earth, hold the incense.  The Throne of Heaven is not far because the Gospel opens heaven and its Throne to men here on earth.  God, therefore, readily hears all the prayers of Christians because Christians are in the presence of the God and His Throne through the Gospel.  Francis Pieper:  “As soon as a Christian has been justified by faith and thus has become God=s child, he begins to commune with God.  This personal conversing of the Christian with God is called prayer.  It is altogether Scriptural to define prayer as ‘the conversation of the heart with God’ (Ps. 27:8), whether the heart alone communes with God without clothing the prayer in words of the mouth ... or whether the mouth utters the prayer of the heart. ... Prayer, the [consequence] of faith in the remission of sins, is a continuum, the continuous longing of the heart for God; the Holy Ghost, who by faith has made His home in the heart and is the [efficient cause] of prayer, never ceases His activity but unceasingly vivifies and moves the heart.  A Christian prays even when, as often happens while fulfilling his earthly calling, he is not conscious of praying, yes, even when by reason of great sorrow and grief he imagines that he cannot pray.  ...  Prayer has been fittingly compared to the heartbeat of a physical life:  it never ceases.  Luther says:  ‘Where there is a Christian, there is the Holy Ghost, who is always engaged in prayer.  For though the Christian does not continually move his lips to utter words, nevertheless the heart is beating and pulsating, like the arteries and the heart in the body, unceasingly sighing:  O dear Father, may Thy name be hallowed, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done among us and all people, etc.  And as the attacks, trials, and troubles press and crowd harder, also such sighing and begging becomes more urgent, even audible.  So, then, you cannot find a Christian who is not always praying, as little as a living person is without a pulse, which never rests, but beats continuously, though the person may be sleeping or is occupied otherwise, so that he is not aware of its beating.’”
 


9.  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:  for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nations ... .

A.  And they sung a new song, saying:  The New Song is the Gospel.  The old song, one might say, is sin, death, and subjugation to the devil.
  Moses speaks of the old song when he notes the liturgy of the world, a liturgy of idolatry.  “And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of he people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.  And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome:  but the noise of them that sing do I heard.”  Exodus 32:17-18 (underscore added).   The New Song of the Gospel Absolves of sin and liberates from the flesh and the devil and reunites men with God.  St. Augustine on Psalm 40:3 (“And he hat put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God:  many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.”):  “We therefore utter ‘a hymn unto our God;’ and the hymn itself sets us free.”
  The Hymn Itself
, singing the glories of God our Savior and Hero, sets up free because the Hymn Itself is Absolution of all sins for Christ’s sake.


The Lutheran Church confesses that the Worship of the New Testament is Absolution of all sin for Christ’s sake:  “The woman came with the opinion concerning Christ that with Him the remission of sins should be sought.  This worship is the highest worship of Christ.  Nothing greater could she ascribe to Christ.  To seek from Him the remission of sins was truly to acknowledge the Messiah.  Now, thus to think of Christ, thus to worship Him, thus to embrace Him, is truly to believe.
”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article III.  Of Love and the Keeping of the Law.33, Triglotta, p. 163, underscore added.  Kretzmann:  “Admonition to Praise the Messiah.  ...  In view of the wonders of God’s grace and righteousness, as revealed in the coming and in the work of the Messiah, the whole creation is invited to unite in praise to Jehovah.  V.1.  O sing unto the Lord a new song, one of the newness of all things in consequences of the redemption of mankind through the work of the Messiah; for He hath done marvelous things, the miracles of His grace in bringing salvation to the world; His right hand, emblem of His almighty power, and His holy arm, upheld in the sinlessness of His perfection, hath gotten Him the victory, bringing help and salvation to men.”


St. Augustine points out that the New Song is the New Life of the Gospel over and against the old life of sin, death, and the power of the devil:  “‘O sing unto the Lord a new song’ (vers. 1) [Psalm 98].  The new man knoweth this, the old man knoweth it not.  The old man is the old life, and the new man the new life; the old life is derived from Adam, the new life is formed in Christ.  But in this Psalm, the whole world is enjoined to sing a new song.  More openly elsewhere the words are these:  ‘O sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth; ... [Psalm 96:2] ... .”


The Nature of Christian Worship is that men become Christians not by doing, but by listening to God’s Word.  Luther:  “... listen to Paul, who says here
:  ‘Not by your own labor and sweat or by the works of the Law but by hearing with faith you have received the Holy Spirit.’  Or listen to Christ Himself, who gives the following answer to Martha when she is deeply concerned and finds it almost unbearable that her sister Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to His words, and leaving her to serve alone.  ‘Martha’ He says (Luke 10:41-42), ‘you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful.  Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken away from her.’  Therefore a man becomes a Christian, not by working but by listening.”

B.  Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:  for thou wast slain:  Christ is Worthy because He earned it.  The Apostle St. John writes that Christ is Worthy because He was slain, His Passion crowning His Entire Perfect Obedience to earn the right to reign over human history.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:  “Although in many passages of Scripture the work of redemption is ascribed to Christ’s death and the shedding of His blood, yet this must by no means be understood exclusive, as if by it the holy life of Christ were excluded from the work of redemption.  But it is done for the reason that nowhere does the fact that the Lord has loved and redeemed us shine forth more clearly than in His Passion, death, and wounds, as the devout old teachers says; the death of Christ is, as it were, the last line and complete, the [telos], the end and perfection, of the entire obedience, as the Apostle says in Phil. 2:8.  In this merit it is altogether impossible to separate the active from the passive obedience.”


Christ is Worthy, namely, unlike any other man, He earned everything He has – and He earned it in order to give it to us.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes: “ This teaching of Scripture [of Christ’s Active Obedience] is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther: ‘He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.’”
 

C.  and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nations:  The New Song of the Gospel is for all nations.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”


10.  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests:  and we shall reign on the earth.

A.  (1) And hast made us unto our god kings and priests:  As noted in the previous verse, Christ earned His reign over human history not for Himself, He’s God and has no need of such human experience, but rather for us.  Hence, men in Christ become kings and priests.  Christians are kings and priests because Christ is a King and Priest after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4):  “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melicizedek.”    Melchizedek was not only a priest, but also a king.  His name means “King of Righteousness”.  Hence, because His Rule is a Priestly Rule, it is a Gracious Rule of Absolution.  Luther:  “But, according to the interpretation of this name which we find Hebrews 7:17, the name Melchizedek pointed to the Lord Christ especially.  He is the true King of Righteousness, who rules us through His priestly office.  Through Him we are redeemed from sin and the power of the devil and come to eternal righteousness.”
  Stoeckhardt:  “In the holy History Melchizedek appears without beginning and without end of days, the Scriptures being silent about his origin and what happened to him later, previewing in him the eternal Son of God.  Heb. 7, 1ff. ... Melchizedek was king and priest simultaneously pointing to Christ, the royal Priest, who as the Priest of God reconciled us, and as King blesses, protects and rules over us, His people. The name Melchizedek means king of righteousness, and Salem means peace, righteousness and peace
 being the royal gifts with which Christ blesses His own.  Like Melchizedek Christ strengthens His believers in the midst of the battles of life with bread and wine in the Holy Sacrament.”
  Melchizedek points to Christ because he Administered the Office of the Gospel, as Luther and Stoeckhardt have noted above.  


The Apostle St. Peter writes:  “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light ... .”
  Christians are born priests through the Gospel.  Luther:  “However, we ought to make some remarks about the way in which we Christians, too, are priests.  In His own person Christ is indeed the only High Priest between God and us all.  Nevertheless He has bestowed this name on us, too, so that we who believe in Him are also priests, just as we are called Christians after Him.  ... We have heard that we have no other High Priest than Christ, the Son of God, our Lord.  Hence it follows that no one can be called a priest unless he has been born to this heritage of and through Christ, just as a child has its name and rights by heredity from its father.  It is clear, therefore, that those who will be priests must be born as children of this Priest, and that those who are born of Him are, and are called, priests – all of them.  Well, the psalmist did say in a previous verse [presumably, Psalm 110:3] that Christ is to have children and heirs.  However, they are not to be born of man and woman, in the natural and human way, but in a spiritual and heavenly manner, without any human activity, through the unique activity of God working through the Gospel and Holy Baptism.  Such children are the true children of a priest ... and inherit the same name from their father.  Consequently every baptized Christian is a priest already, not by appointment or ordination from the pope or any other man, but because Christ Himself has begotten him as a priest and has given birth to him in Baptism.”
  Christians are priests because they bring the satisfactions for sins mens through the Gospel, reconciling God and man and, thereby, giving life eternal.  Luther:  “According to the way Scriptures picture him, a priest is a person whom God has ordained and commanded to mediate between God and men.  That is to say, a priest comes from God and brings us His Word and doctrine; again, he presents himself to God to sacrifice and pray for us.  Hence the priestly office consists of three parts:  to teach or preach God’s Word, to sacrifice, and to pray.”
  Consequently, Christ’s Kingdom is an exceedingly Gracious Kingdom because it is an order of priests (priesthood means order of priests), of people who bring Reconciliation to God for Christ’s sake.  Luther:  “From this you can see that the preaching of the Gospel is really the true priestly office.  This is nothing other than a public preaching of the grace of God and the forgiveness of sins, which Christ Himself commanded to be proclaimed universally and to be given to all who believe in Him.  The true office of the New Testament is, therefore to proclaim the forgiveness of sins in accordance with Christ’s command and the requirements of the office which He bestows.  This priestly office properly belongs to Christ and is completely derived from Him.  He alone is the One for whose sake God’s grace and forgiveness are bestowed.  Consequently, He personally began the office of the public preaching of the Gospel and commanded the apostles to disseminate the Gospel throughout the world until the Last Day.  This office of preaching derives from Him who is Himself the High Priest; and the only content of its message is about Him.  In the New Testament, therefore, no priesthood exits or avails which preaches about anything except Him.”
  Concordia Cyclopedia:  “The New Testament recognizes in Christ the Representative of the true primeval priesthood after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7 and 8) [Melichizedek, ‘King of Righteousness’, was both priest and king]; but there is nothing corresponding to the priests of the Old Covenant in the Christian Church.  The idea which pervades the New Testament teaching is that of a universal priesthood.  All true believers are made kings and priests, Rev. 1, 6; 1 Pet. 2, 9; bring spiritual sacrifices, Rom. 12, 1; and, having received a true priestly consecration, may draw near and enter the Holy of Holies, Heb. 10, 19-22.  As priests the Christians possess all the treasures won for mankind by the suffering of Christ.  They have God, Christ, pardon the means of grace, the keys of heaven.  1 Cor. 3, 21.  They have the privilege of free access to God without human mediators.  Eph. 2, 14. 18.  As priest the Christian teaches, administers the Sacraments, judges doctrine, absolves and excommunicates, calls ministers and teachers, etc.  The freedom of the local congregation is inseparably bound up with the liberty of the individual Christian.  If a congregation or a union of congregations does missionary work, trains ministers, and publishes literature in defense of the truth, it is by virtue of the universal priesthood.  From it follows also the duty of family prayers, Christian education, and continued study of the Holy Scriptures.”

(2)  Luther:  Excursus on the distinction between the Priesthood and the Public Ministry (the Office of Pastor):


“Nevertheless He has bestowed this name on us, too, so that we who  believe in Him are also priests, just as we are called Christians after Him.  However, here we must make a distinction between the office or service of bishops, pastors, and preachers, and the general status of being a Christian.  Pastors and preachers indeed have an office in the church.  But they are not priests on this account, as the term ‘priests’ is used in Scripture; nor are they Christians because of their office. ... 


“the priestly office ... is the common property of all Christians.  However, we deal with a different matter when we speak of those who have an office in the Christian Church, such as minister, ... preacher, pastor, or curate.  These are not priests in the sense that Scripture commonly speaks of priests.  They became priests before they received their office, in fact, when they were baptized.  Hence they are not priests because of their calling or office.  The Scripture calls them ‘servants’ or ‘bishops,’ that is, overseers; the apostles speak of them as presbyters, that is, elders. ... The best, the most mature men, well-tried, learned, fit, and experienced, were chosen for this office.  This is the reason why the term ‘presbyter’ was used, for it means the same as ‘an old man.’  It is certainly fitting to choose such men for any administrative duty; in fact, Scripture commands this. ... 


“Such people are to be chosen by the church only for the sake of the office.  They are to be separated from the common mass of Christians in the same way as in secular government, where certain people of the citizenry or municipality are chosen and appointed as officials.  One does not become a citizen by being elected burgomaster or judge, but one is elected to the office because one already possesses citizenship and is a member of the citizenry.  A burgomaster, therefore, brings his citizenship and is a member of the citizenry.  A burgomaster, therefore, brings his citizenship with him into his office.  To take another illustration, a wife, the mistress of a house, does not become a woman by taking a husband.  If she were not a woman already, the act of matrimony would never make a house wife out of her.  No, she brings her female nature into matrimony, and then she receives the keys to the house.  The same things is true of any other calling or office, e.g., father, mother, teacher, government.  The office does not make the man; but a man must have the necessary qualifications, either by birth or training, before he fills the office.  It is in accordance with God’s creation that we must first be born as human beings, men or women; thereafter He assigns to each his office or position as He will.  


“This is the way it is in Christendom, too.  Before anyone becomes a preacher or a bishop, he must first be a Christian, a born priest.  No pope or any other man can make him a priest.  But having been born a priest through Baptism, a man thereupon receives the office; and this is what makes a difference between him and other Christians.  Out of the multitude of Christians some must be selected who shall lead the others by virtue of the special gifts and aptitude which God gives them for the office.  Thus St. Paul writes (Eph. 4:11, 12):  ‘And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the equipment of the saints’ (this means those who are already Christians and baptized priests), ‘for the work of the ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ’ (that is, the Christian congregation or church).  For although we are all priests, this does not mean that all of us can preach, teach, and rule.  Certain ones of the multitude must be selected and separated for such an office.  And he who has such n office is not a priest because of his office but a servant of all the others, who are priests.  When he is no longer able to preach and serve, or if he no longer wants to do so, he once more becomes a part of the common multitude of Christians.  His office is conveyed to someone else, and he becomes a Christian like any other.


“This is the way to distinguish between the office of preaching, or the ministry, and the general priesthood of all baptized Christians.  The preaching office is no more than a public service which happens to be conferred upon someone by the entire congregation, all the members of which are priests.  But you may ask:  ‘Wherein does this priesthood of Christians consist, and what are their priestly works?’  The answer is as follows:  The very same that were mentioned before:  teaching, sacrificing, and praying.  But you must know this, as I have also stated before, that Christ is the only High Priest.  Before we attempt to do such priestly works, we must have the benefit of His priestly office; yes, we must possess it.  The doctrine and preaching by which we are saved comes from Him; He brought it from heaven.  he alone has made the complete sacrifice for us all by which we are reconciled to God.  Therefore He is also the only one who stands in the immediate presence of God to make intercessions for us all, and without this Mediator no prayer is acceptable to God.


“But after we have become Christians through this Priest and His priestly office, incorporated in Him by Baptism through faith, then each one, according to his calling and position, obtains the right and the power of teaching and confessing before others this Word which we have obtained from Him.  Even though not everybody has the public office and calling, every Christian has the right and the duty to teach, instruct, admonish, comfort, and rebuke his neighbor with the Word of God at every opportunity and whenever necessary.  For example, father and mother should do this for their children and household; a brother, neighbor, citizen, or peasant for the other.  Certainly one Christian may instruct and admonish another ignorant or weak Christian concerning the Ten Commandments, the Creed, or the Lord’s Prayer.  And he who receives such instruction is also under obligation to accept it as God’s Word and publicly to confess it. ...


“Every Christian has and practices such priestly works.  But above these activities is the communal office of public teaching.  For this preachers and pastors are necessary.  This office cannot be attended to by all the members of a congregation.  Neither is it fitting that each household do its own baptizing and celebrating of the Sacrament.  Hence it is necessary to select and ordain those who can preach and teach, who study the Scriptures, and who are able to defend them.  They deal with the Sacraments by the authority of the congregation, so that it is possible to know who is baptized and everything is done in an orderly fashion.  If everyone were to preach to his neighbor or if they did things for one another without orderly procedure, ti would take a long time indeed to establish a congregation.  Such functions, however, do not pertain to the priesthood as such but belong to the public office which is performed in behalf of all those who are priests, that is Christians.”

B.  and we shall reign on the earth:  Naturally, because this kingship and priesthood is of the Gospel, Christians reign on earth.  This reign speaks not of some reign in the sweet by and by where there is no need for Absolution because there is no sin
, but here on earth where the Gospel is.  In addition, as noted above, Christ has redeemed human history.  It, therefore, is quite plain that Christians shall reign on earth because the Work of the Gospel and Redemption takes place on earth in this life.  Brighton:  “The royal priestly reign of Christ, the kingdom of God, is not some future event but is present now, though its present and future glory and its manifestation to the human race are not yet visible, for the reign of Christ is seen now only through faith.”


This reign is the Reign of Absolution of all sins for Christ’s sake through His Word and Sacraments.  For to rule or to reign means to have the last word.  President John F. Kennedy:  “To govern is to choose.”
  The Last Word in the Church after confessing our sins is not condemnation but Absolution.  Francis Pieper:  “It is therefore a part of the proper distinction between Law and Gospel that the Gospel be recognized as the ‘higher Word’, which is to be God’s final Word for the terrified sinner.  Luther adds:  ‘For as the lesser Word it [the Law] should and must give way and place to the Gospel.  Both are God's Word, the Law and the Gospel, but the two are not equal.  One is lower, the other higher; one is lesser the other greater.’”
 


11.  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders:  and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.

Poellet:  “Before the enraptured eyes of St. John the vision continued to unfold as there now fell upon his ears ‘the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts [living ones] and the elders.’  There were exceedingly many angels – ‘ten thousand times ten  thousand, and thousands of thousands’ – more than could be counted. ... The angels in heaven are deeply interested in the works of God (1 Peter 1:12).  They sang together and shouted for joy at the creation (Job 38:7).  They sang glory to God when the Savior was born (Luke 2:13, 14).  They rejoice whenever a sinner repents (Luke 15:10).  And they all join their voices in worship (Heb. 1:6) and praise of ‘the Lamb that was slain.’”


The angels desire to look into the Incarnation of God for the Salvation of men by the Cross through the Gospel by faith.  “Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified before hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”  I Peter 1:10-12.  Such a Magnificent Marvel of the Incarnation of God for the salvation of sinners and the Holy Gospel the angels desire to look into because of its Absolute Beauty and Magnificence and benefit to their fellow creatures created in the Image of God, men.


12.  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

A.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power:  As we’ve noted before, Christ receives power and all other things in time according to His Human Nature Assumed from the Virgin St. Mary.  “ATHANASIUS
, quoted by Theodoret
 Dialog 2, p. 330:  ‘Now, whatever Scripture says that the Word
 received [in time], and as to whatever He was glorified, it says on account of His humanity, and not on account of His divinity.”

B.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power:  As noted earlier, Christ receives this power and all other things because He is worthy, i.e. He earned it.  An example of His earning these attributes the Evangelist St. Luke gives us:  “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”  St. Luke 2:52.  Christ, of course, earned all these wonderful attributes not for Himself but for us who were born impoverished of any such virtues because of Adam’s sin.  “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  Galatians 4:4-5.  “I [Jesus, God’s Wisdom
] love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.  Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.  I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”  Proverbs 8:17-21 (underscore added).  Here Jesus teaches us that He fulfilled all righteousness for us in order to enrich us beyond measure.  “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  St. John 10:10.


13.  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.


All creatures worship Christ because while True Man He is also True God.  “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.”


Poellet:  “It is significant that the universal doxology in Rev. 5:13 ... sings praises not only ‘unto Him that sitteth upon the throne’ ... but also ‘unto the Lamb,’ Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Itt is a very pointed example of what is meant by John 5:23:  ‘All men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father.’ ... In all of the world’s literature there are not many passages which even begin to approach the three grand doxologies of Rev. 5 in the full scope and sweep and forceful impact of their them.  It remained for George Frederick Handel to rise successfully to the challenge of setting the choruses in Rev. 5:12, 13 and the ‘Amen’ of Rev. 5"14 to the tremendous climax of instrumental and vocal music which brings his majestic and magnificent oratorio Messiah to an overwhelming close.  No one who has ever been thrilled by an understanding performance of that world’s masterpiece, involuntarily rising to his feet with the final ‘Amen,’ can ever forget the experience.  Living in his memory, the echoes of it are a constant reminder of that great and eternal hymn of praise which is sung by all creation and supported by the very harps of God in heaven.  Small wonder that in the vision which John saw the four ‘living ones’ chanted their ‘Amen’ and the elders fell down and worshiped!”


14.  And the four beasts said, Amen.  And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.


All creation concurs with “Amen”, i.e this is most certainly true.  And the elders confirm that by prostrating themselves in worship, prostrating oneself is proper worship of God.
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the mercy of God for the sake of the righteousness gained by Christ a psychological enigma indeed. Luther says: ‘When Bernard is speaking of Christ, it is a pleasure indeed to listen to him; but when he leaves that subject and discourses on rules and works, it is no longer St. Bernard.’”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 72, s. v. Bernard of Clairvus, St.”, amplification in brackets added.


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, pp. 244, 245.


	�Poellet, p. 82.


	�The Rev. Dr. Louis Brighton, Revelation, p. 134.


	�Poellet, p. 82.


	�Psalm 24 is a Messianic Psalm.  “Von Christo, dem Konige der Ehren [Concerning Christ, the King of Glory]”, Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten and Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers, [The Bible or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Martin Luther], St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 566, translation from the German in brackets is mine.


	�Psalm 40 is a Messianic Psalm.  “Weissagung von Christo, seinem Leiden und Prophetanamt”  (Prophecy concerning Christ, His Suffering and Prophetic Office)  Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers (The Bible or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Martin Luther), St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 575, translation from the German in parentheses is mine.





	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 34, p. 119, amplification in brackets added.


	�Revelation, p. 135.  


	�The Great Tribulation is the New Testament era.  The New Testament era is the Great Tribulation because it was inaugurated with the murder of God on the Cross.  “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect:  yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  Which none of the princes of this world knew:  for had they know it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”  I Corinthians 2:6-8.  This Lese Majeste continues to reverberate throughout and shake the world through the Gospel.


	�Christ in Old Testament Prophecy, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 52.


	�“He is called the ‘Lion of the tribe of Judah’ (Rev. 5:5):  (a) Because of His strength and power.  (b) Because of his dominion and eminence, because the lion is the king of all animals.  (c) Because of His watchfulness (the lion sleeps with its eyes open).  (d) Because of His efficacy, for He has snatched us from the mouth of the infernal lion.  So, then, lion is opposed to lion – heavenly to hellish.  (e) Because of His protection, for He defends us powerfully, just as a lion protects its cubs.  (f)  Because He has a nature that is free from fear.


“Especially, however, He has revealed Himself as a courageous lion in His


 resurrection.  In His suffering He is a lamb; in His resurrection, a lion (Rev. [5:5-6]):  (a) Because at that time He especially revealed the power of His divinity (Rom. 1:1-4).  (b) With its roar, the lion strikes terror into animate creatures, which fail as they are struck by its preaching of the apostle.  (c)  Lion cubs sleep for three days and nights right after they are born, and then are roused by the roaring of their father.  Origen (Genesis 49, homily 17) applies this to the  risen Christ, who has earned resurrection to life for us.  (d)  Pliny says (N.H., bk. 8, ch. 16):  ‘Special nobility comes to a lion when his mane covers his neck and forelegs.’  So also the majesty of Christ shone forth especially through His resurrection when He was clothed in the garments of immortality.  (e) At that time He terrified all His foes and put them to flight, just as the lion does to other animals.  Then He burst the bonds of death, etc.”  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard, Theological Commonplaces ... On the Person of and Office of Christ, tr. Richard J. Dinda, edited with annotations by Benjamin T. G. Mayes, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 28.


	�“The one humanity of Christ is proved: (1) From titles, both proper and figurative. ... In the figurative sense, He is called ... ‘the lion of the tribe of Judah’ (Rev. 5:5) ... .”  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard, Theological Commonplaces ... On the Person of and Office of Christ, tr. Richard J. Dinda, edited with annotations by Benjamin T. G. Mayes, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 80.  


	�“Luther evidently derives shiloh from the root shalah, meaning to be secure and at ease or rest, which in turn is related to the Hebrew greeting shalom, which corresponds to the Latin greeting salve, both meaning your health, peace, welfare, and prosperity.”  Luther’s Works, Vol. 45, p. 216, footnote 33.


	Even the liberal interpreters C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch concur with Luther based on Hebrew usage:  “It only remains therefore to follow Luther, and trace [Shiloh] from [shalah], to be quiet, to enjoy rest, security.”  Commentary on the Old Testament, C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Volume 1, The Pentateuch, Three Volumes in One, ... Genesis, Exodus 1-11, tr. James Martin, Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson Publishing, First Printing, February 1989, p. 394.


	�The common understanding down through history is that Shiloh is Messiah :  “We regard Shiloh, therefore, as a title of the Messiah, in common with the entire Jewish synagogue and the whole Christian Church, in which ... there is perfect agreement as to the fact that the patriarch is here proclaiming the coming of the Messiah.”  Keil-Delitzsch, op. cit., p. 397.


	The Rev. Dr. Alfred Edersheim gives on overview of the Jewish interpreters understanding that Shiloh refers to the Messiah:  “Gen. xlix. 10.  This well-known prediction ... is in Yalkut, u. s., applied to the Messiah, with a quotation of Ps. ii. 9.  The expression ‘Shiloh’ is also applied to the Messiah, with the curious addition, that in the latter days all nations would bring gifts to Him.  Alike the Targum Onkelos, Psuedo-Jonathan, and the Jersualem Targum, as well as Sanh. 98 b, the Midrash on the passage, and that on the passage, and that on Prov. xix. 21, and on Lam. i. 16, where it is rendered shelo, ‘whose it is,’ refer the expression “Shiloh,’ and, indeed, the whole passage, to the Messiah ... .  Another remarkable statement occurs in the Midrash on the passage .... , which applies the verse to the coming of Him of Whom it is written, Zech. ix. 9.  Then He would wash his garment in wine (Gen. xlix. 11), which is explained as meaning the teaching of the Law to Israel, and His clothes in the blood of grapes, which is explained as meaning that He would bring them back from their errors.  One of the Rabbis, however, remarks that Israel would not require to be taught by the King Messiah in the latter days, since it was written (Is. xi. 10), ‘to it shall the Gentiles seek.’  If so, then why should the Messiah come, and what will He do to the congregation of Israel?  He will redeem Israel, and give them thirty commandments, according to Zech. xi. 12.  The Targum Psuedo-Jon. and the Jer. Targum also apply verse 11 to the Messiah.  Indeed, so general was this interpretation, that, according to popular opinion, to see a palm-tree in one’s dreams was to see the days of the Messiah ... .”  The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Volume Two, New American Edition, Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962, 39th printing, pp. 712, 713.


	�“Out of Judah should come the Ruler, the Bringer of Peace, Shiloh, unto Him should the gathering of the people be.  Gen. 49, 10.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Christ in Old Testament Prophecy, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 5.


	�This passage does not speak of Solomon, as some assert, but of Christ, as Stoeckhardt points out.  Luther:  “The Holy Spirit is the simplest Writer and Speaker in heaven and earth; therefore His words can have no more than one very simple meaning, which we call the written (schriflich) or literal sense of the language. ... To interpret Scripture in more than one way and in more than one sense I regard not only as dangerous and unfit for teaching, but also as lessening and weakening the name and reputation of Scripture, which must forever be taken in one certain meaning and sense. ... Scripture has no more than one single and clear sense ... .  This passage: ‘I will be to Him a Father and He shall be to Me a Son’ (Heb. 1:5) they also have weakened as though they were teachers merely to weaken Scripture; for they say that the passage has two meanings, one referring to Solomon as a type of Christ, and the other to Christ.  If we permit that Scripture does not have one clear meaning, it will never avail in controversy ... .  Hence this passage is to be understood from 2 Sam. 7 and not from I Chron. 23, to refer to Christ; then its conclusion and proof are convincing.”  Quoted in C.F.W. Walther’s, The True Visible Church and The Form of a Christian Congregation, two volumes in one, Concordia Heritage Series, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, reprinted 1987, pp. 74, 75, 77 of The True Visible Church, underscore added.


	�Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Peter E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 254.


	�My translation tracks simply the Hebrew text.  Why others, including, sadly, the King James (“And is this the manner of man, O Lord God?”), erect odd and elaborate alternative constructions escapes me.


	�Wisdom for Today, Vol. I, tr. the Rev. Peter E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 254, 255.


	�This expression is proverbial.


	�Psalm 2 is  Messianic Psalm.  “Weissagung von Christo, dem ewigen Konige, seinem Reich, und dessen Feinden, [Prophecy Concerning Christ, the Eternal King, His Kingdom, and its Enemies] Die Bibel oder die ganze Helige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers [The Bible, or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the Translation of Dr. Martin Luther], St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 557, translation from the German in brackets is mine.


	�Revelation, p. 85.


	�Revelation, pp. 22, 23.


	�“Bernard of Clairvaux, St., 1091 to 1153. The most influential man of his day; an upright monk (Cistercian), spending himself in ascetic practises. His wise rule as first and lifelong abbot of the newly founded cloister at Clairvaux, France (1115), served to extend the order (now also called Bernardines) throughout Europe, and the influence of his eloquence and personality gave a new impetus to monasticism. He ended the papal schism in favor of Innocent II. In his controversy with Abelard, the rationalist (1140), he stood for the equally false principle of mysticism. He preached the Second Crusade (1146), which, contrary to his prophecy, did not sweep back the Mohammedans, but swept Eugene III into office. He was an eloquent preacher, an able writer of theological treatises, a composer of beautiful hymns, a universal


mediator, the adviser of Pope and king and of the common man. Despite his exaltation of monachism [monasticism] as the ideal of Christianity, his excessive glorification of Mary (whose ‘immaculate conception’ he, however, opposed), and his enthusiastic support of the papacy as the highest authority in the Church, he was a sincerely pious, a truly humble Christian, and he was that because lie loved the Bible and because he believed in justification by faith, deploring on his deathbed, as throughout his life, the sinfulness of his life (Perdite vixi), and imploring


the mercy of God for the sake of the righteousness gained by Christ a psychological enigma indeed. Luther says: ‘When Bernard is speaking of Christ, it is a pleasure indeed to listen to him; but when he leaves that subject and discourses on rules and works, it is no longer St. Bernard.’”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 72, s. v. Bernard of Clairvus, St.”, amplification in brackets added.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, pp. 244.


	�Revelation, p. 139.


	�“... the Scripture truth that the Son of God became Man to destroy the works of the devil in and through the human nature ... .”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 274, underscore added.


	“Christ could not dispense with His deity in the state of exinanition [humiliation].  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His obedience, suffering, and death, as Scripture tells us Gal. 4:4-5 and Rom. 5:10.  Facing death, He had to be the mighty God that He might be able by His death to overcome death, to raise up again the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21), to take up His life again (John 10:18).  Jesus Christ ‘died not simply as any other man, but in and with His death conquered sin, death, hell and eternal damnation’ (Trigl. 1023, F. C., Sol. Decl. VIII, 25).  To be able to render such perfect obedience in the stead of men, to suffer and die for them, He had to renounce not seemingly, but actually the full use of the form of God.  Our reason cannot perceive how all this is possible, but we believe it on the basis of Scripture.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 289.


	�“The Lamb is exalted, as indicated by the seven horns on His Head.  So He appears here in the fulness of divine power and might.  He reigns and rules over all things with His Father.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Lectures on the Revelation of Saint John, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, 1981, tr. the Rev. H. W. Degner, p. 22.


	�Revelation, pp. 85, 86.


	�Here would come into play what Dr. Poellet writes:  “Some hold that the number of seven symbolizes God’s dealing with man, being the sum of three, for the Trinity, and four, for the world.  (Rev. 7:1; 20:8).”  Revelation, p. 9.  A better approach would be the number seven refers to God’s Gracious dealing with men through the Gifts of the Spirit in Christ by the Gospel.  


	�Isaiah:  The First Twelve Chapters, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press,  p. 119, translation from the Latin in brackets is mine.


	�Isaiah 11:2, text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s, Popular Commentary of the bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 308.


	�The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, VIII.  Of the Person of Christ.72, 73, 74, Triglotta, p. 1041.


	�Isaiah:  The First Twelve Chapters, p. 119.  "Stoeckhardt, Georg; b. February 17, 1842, at Chemnitz, Saxony; received his preparatory education in the Lateinschule at Tharandt and the Fuerstensohule at Meissen; studied theology at Erlangen and Leipzig 1862- 6 ... .  In 1878 he became pastor of Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, and, having since 1879 lectured on Old and New Testament Exegesis at Concordia Seminary, was elected professor in 1887.  In 1903 Luther Seminary, Hamline, Minn., created him a Doctor of Divinity. D. January 9, 1913, Stoeckhardt was an exegete of the first rank. Coupled with his great learning, his familiarity with the original languages, etc., and his logical mind was his firm belief in the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and his childlike acceptance of all the teachings of Scripture, his great love of the revealed truth. He permitted nothing but the text to influence his thought. Concentrating all the powers of his believing heart and mind on the written Word, he obtained a wonderful grasp of the deep thoughts of the Spirit, and he had the rare gift of unfolding them in concise, clear, convincing language. ... The Missouri Synod owes much to him; his exegetical ability and love of the truth of Scripture made him one of the leaders with Walther, in the controversy on election and conversion and in the other battles the Church was, and is, engaged in, such as for verbal inspiration. In line with the article written on his accession to the chair of Exegesis: "How Can and Should Each Individual Lutheran Lend His Aid toward the Preservation of the Pure Doctrine by the Church?" he labored, by word and pen (his doctrinal articles in Lehre und Wehre, in Lutheraner and in the synodical reports), to conserve this most precious treasure of the Missouri Synod; and he admirably succeeded in impressing upon both his students and his readers his exegetical method, his loving reverence for the written Word."   Concordia Cyclopedia, pp. 729, 730, s.v. "Stoeckhardt, Georg".


	�God’s Word and Sacraments are the Gospel:  “But let us speak of the word liturgy.  This word does not properly signify a sacrifice, but rather the public ministry, and agrees aptly with our belief, namely, that one minister who consecrates tenders the body and blood of the Lord to the rest of the people, just as one minister who preaches tenders the Gospel to the people, as Paul says, I Cor. 4, 1:  Let a man so account of us as the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God, i.e. of the Gospel and the Sacraments.  And 2 Cor. 5, 20:  We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in God’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  Thus the term leitourgia agrees aptly with the ministry.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII.):  Of the Mass, Of the Term Mass.80, 81, Triglotta, p. 411.


	The Sacraments are God’s Visible Gospel:  “But just as the Word enters the ear in order to strike our hearts, so the rite itself strikes the eye, in order to move the heart.  The effect of the Word and of the rite is the same, as it has been well said by Augustine that a Sacrament is a visible word, because the rite is received by the eyes, and is, as it were, a picture of the Word, signifying the same thing as the Word.  Therefore the effect of both is the same.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XIII (VII):  Of the Number and Use of the Sacraments.5, Triglotta, p. 309.


	�The Hebrew has the plural chachemoth.  Proverbs 8 has chachmah, singular, because there it refers to Christ, God’s Wisdom.


	�Luther:  “The apostles and martyrs were like this when they were drunk with the Holy Spirit. For a vine is very choice, and concerning it Wisdom says in Prov. 9:5: ‘Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. Then you will drink and become drunk, but with spiritual drunkenness.’ ... Thus I understand this passage to mean that in Christ and in the time of Christ we must become drunk on the abundance of His house (cf. Ps. 36:8); that is, we are to receive the Holy Spirit from the Word and hearing.”  Luther's Works, Vol. 8, p. 249.


	It should also be noted that while the subject, Chachemoth [Wisdoms], is plural, the verb banethah is in the singular and reflects the singularity of the Person of the Holy Spirit.


	Poellet:  “”The seven Spirits which are before His throne’ (Rev. 1:4; 4:2).  We take this as a reference to the on Holy Spirit,9 ... 9Cf. the use of the Hebrew plural form for ‘wisdom’ in Prov. 9:1. – Compare Zech. 3:9 and 4:6, 10 with Rev. 5:6. – See Is. 11:2, which is associated with Zech. 12:10 in the Lutheran rite of confirmation. – Cf. P.E. Kretzmann, ‘Der Spiritus Septiformis,’ in the CTM [Concordia Theological Monthly], III (April 1932), 245-251.”  Revelation, p. 8, amplification in brackets added.


	�The Large Catechism, Part Second, Of The Creed, Article III.38-39, Triglotta, 689.


	�“Athanasius, ‘the Father of Orthodoxy’ and one of the most imposing figures in the history of the Church. A man of strong faith, unbending will, penetrating insight, logical acumen, and persuasive eloquence, he stands as an immovable rock in the troubled waters of the Church of his age. It wan the great mission of his life to vindicate against Arianism and Semi-Arianism the true deity of Christ and thus to safeguard the Christian faith against pagan dissolution.  “Athanasius contra mundum et mundus contra Athanasium” (A. against the world and the world against A.) well illustrates the commanding position which he held in the controversies of his time. Says the skeptic Gibbon: “The immortal name of Athanasius will never lie separated from the doctrine of the Trinity, to whose defense he consecrated every faculty of his being.” Born about 296 in Alexandria, his eminent gifts noon attracted the notice of Bishop Alexander, who appointed him deacon of the Alexandrian church (310). In 325 he accompanied his bishop to the Council of Nicea, where it was chiefly due to his dialectic skill and fearless testimony that the Arian heresy was condemned. To enter into the details of his long and eventful life, would carry us beyond the limits of thin article.  Suffice it to say that in 328 he became bishop of Alexandria, and that his whole, life wan inseparably interwoven with the history of the Arian controversy. Fives times he was banished; twenty years he spent in exile, loved by his friends, hated by his enemies, respected by all. He died 378, before the conclusion of the Arian controversy, but with the final victory of orthodoxy in sight. Works: Against the Gentiles, an apologetic treatise against heathenism and on tho necessity of the incarnation; An Encyclical to All Bishops (341); On the Decrees of the Council of Nicea (352) ; On the Opinion of Dionysius of Alexandria (352) ; An Epistle to the Bishops of Egypt and Libya (356) ; Four Orations against the Libyans {358}, and other writings connected with the Arian controversy.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 44, s. v. “Athanasius”.


	�“Theodoret, bishop of Cyrus in Syria;a disciple of Theodore of Mopsuestia, but avoided the rationalistic tendencies of his teacher; besides commentaries on the Old Testament he wrote an Eccleastical  History, a continuation of that of Eusebius. Becoming involved in the Nestorian and Eutychian controversies of his time, he was deposed by the Robber Synod of Ephesus in 449, but reinstated by the Council of Chalcedon in 451, ca. 457.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 754, s. v. “Theodoret”.


	�Triglotta, p. 1115, 1117.  The Catalogue of Testimonies was appended to the Confessions of the Lutheran Church, to wit, The Book of Concord of 1580, in order to refute the calumnies of the opponents of the Lutheran Church that The Book of Concord of 1580 uses expressions that are at variance from Scripture and the writings of the Church Fathers.  “TO THE CHRISTIAN READER.  Since, especially in the article of the Person of Christ, some have without reason asserted that in the Book of Concord there is a deviation from the phrasibus [phrasing] and modis loquendi [manner of speaking], that is, the phrases and modes of speech of [received and approved by] the ancient pure Church and fathers, and that, on the contrary, new, strange, self-devised, unusual and unheard of expressions are introduced; and since the testimonies of the ancient Church and fathers to which this book appeals proved somewhat too extended to be incorporated in it, and, having been carefully excerpted, were afterwards delivered to several electors and princes, – [Therefore] they are printed in goodly number as an appendix at the end of this book, in regard to particular points, for the purpose of furnishing a correct and thorough account to the Christian reader, whereby he may perceive and readily discover that in the aforesaid book nothing new has been introduced either in rebus (matter [substance]) or in pharisibus (expressions), that is, neither as regards the doctrine nor the manner of teaching it, but that we have taught and spoken concerning the mystery just as, first of all, the Holy Scriptures and afterwards the ancient pure Church have done.”  Triglotta, p. 11107, translation from the Latin in brackets and amplification brackets is mine.


	�“Cyril of Alexandria. Prominent theologian of early Eastern Church; b. last half of fourth century, d. at Alexandria 444; successor of his uncle Theophilus as archbishop of Alexandria, 403, at the time when this see was at the height of its power and influence; strong opponent of Nestorius, whose deposition he brought about; prolific writer in dogmatic and exegetical field, especially on the Trinity and on the Christological controversies; his exegesis in the books On Worship in Spirit and Truth and in Elegant Expositions is strongly allegorical; the final formulation of the doctrine of the Trinity was his work. See Nestorian Controversies.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 195, s. v. “Cyril of Alexandria”.


	�Unworshipable, i.e. unable to be worshiped.  


	�Triglotta, p. 1123.


	�Catalogue of Testimonies, Triglotta, p. 1119.


	�“To Christ the man is given ... The worship of religious adoration.  ... we also owe Him, according to His human nature, the divine worship of religious adoration. ... Christ, God and man, is adored with one and the same adoration, because there is one undivided hypostatis [person] of both nature.”  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard, Theological Commonplaces, ... On the Person and Office of Christ, tr. Richard J. Dinda, ed. with annotations by Benjamin T. G. Mayes, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2009, 221, 248, 249, amplification in brackets added.


	“It seems almost out of place to prove the worship of Christ according to His human nature from a long list of Scripture passages, since this adoration is so very self-evident. ... Even in heaven the object of adoration is the Lamb that was slain, as John testifies Rev. 5:8-12. ... All these passages describe the adoration of Christ according to His human nature as a cultus vere divninus [true Divine worship], that is, as adoration that is truly divine.  The axion of Christian theologians is fully Scriptural:  ‘In whom we believe as our Savior, to Him we also render divine adoration, Rom. 10:14.  But now we believe in the Man Jesus Christ, John 3:16.  Ergo [Therefore] [we worship Christ according to His human nature].’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 217, translation of the Latin and amplification added.


	�Revelation, pp. 86, 87.


	�The Order of Vespers, p. 42.  “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as th evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 142:1.


	�Revelation, p. 140, 141.


	�Revelation, p. 87.


	�Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, pp. 76, 77. “127Dividing Prayer into thanksgiving and supplication fully covers the ground ... .  Luther:  >With God we cannot deal in more than two ways, namely, thanksgiving and petition.  In our  thanksgiving we praise Him for the gifts and graces already received; in our petitions we praise Him for the gifts and graces we desire.=@  ibid. p. 77 and p. 77 footnote 127.


	�Stoeckhardt correlates the new song with the first song of creation.  “The first song that once was sung, was that which concerned the creation of the world.  Then all the morning stars sang out praise to their Creator.  But now, when the Lord’s work, the redemption of sinners, is finished, heaven resounds with a new song.  And this saving work of God is fully completed when the salvation of the Lamb has been made known to sinners and when all have been gathered who have been saved by His blood.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Lectures on The Revelation of Saint John, tr. the Rev. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, tr. H. W. Degner, p. 22.


	�St. Augustine, Expositions on the Book of Psalms, A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Volume VIII, St. Augustin:  Exposition on the Book of Psalms, ed. Philip Schaff, Edinburgh:  T & T Clark, Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted May 1989, p. 120.  


	�As for the word “hymn”, the English word hymn comes from the Greek word “hymnos”.  “Hymnos” is a song of praise to a god or hero.  (“hymn, ode, in praise of gods or heroes ... .”  A Greek-English Lexicon, Compiled by Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, Revised and Augmented Throughout By Sir Henry Stuart With The Assistance of Roderick McKenzie, With Supplement 1968, Oxford:  The Clarendon Press, p. 1849, s.v. “hymnos”.)   The God and Hero of the Christian faith is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Thus Christian hymnody sings the Praises of our God and Savior Jesus Christ for His Work to Redeem us from our sins.


	�The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article III.  Of Love and the Keeping of the Law.33, Triglotta, p. 163, underscore added.	


	�The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1962, p. 162.  


	�St. Augustine, Expositions on the Book of Psalms, A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Volume VIII, St. Augustin:  Exposition on the Book of Psalms, ed. Philip Schaff, Edinburgh:  T & T Clark, Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted May 1989, p. 480, amplification in brackets added.


	�‘Galatians 3:2.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 26, p. 214, underscore added.


	�The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 376, footnote 81, amplification and  transliteration of the Greek in brackets added. 


	�The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 375.


	�St. Matthew 28:19-20.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, p. 311.


	�“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”  Psalm 85:10.


	�Wisdom for Today, Volume I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, p. 21.


	�I Peter 2:9.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, p. 329.  


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, p. 315.  


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 13, pp. 317, 318.
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